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Editor’s Note by Allen N5XI

Hurricane
Harvey....

As everyone knows,
Hurricane Harvey rolled
through the greater
Houston area with a
vengeance and affected
many TDXS members
including;:

Bob NSET

Mike NSMT

Orville KSVWW

Jim NSDTT

Robie AJ4F

Curt WG5H

Jerry K9GEM

Kim K5TU

If there were other
members affected,
please let us know. 1
apologize for not in-
cluding you on this list.
Here’s hoping repairs
are fast and easy and
covered by insurance.
Unfortunately some
members and other

hams may also be leav-
ing the Houston area. It
is very sad that anyone
has to leave and those

who do will be missed.

The only damage at
N5XZ was one end of
the trombone driven
element of my SteppIR
was twisted about 45
degrees from a small
tornado that came
through here on Aug.
26th. I have tested the
SteppIR and the twist
doesn't seem to affect
anything...the antenna
still tunes just the same.
Who knows, maybe the
twist will result in
“twisted polarization”
and will actually in-
crease performance?
Weirder things have
happened, you know!
There was some other
minor damage to the
QTH, such as my barn
being blown off of its
cinder blocks. The inter-
esting thing is that all of

the shelves, tables and
other equipment in the
barn remained upright
and unmoved. Incredi-
ble!

The bands continue to
remain stinko around
here, and we still have
several years until the
solar minimum. Well,
keep your chins up.

There’s been a lot of
contacts made with the
new FT8 digital mode,
and I guess I will have
to give it a try myself.
With all the happenings
around here, I just have
not had the time to try it
yet. When I do, I’1l let
you know how it works
(I know many of you
already know and don’t
need to hear it from
me!)

73 and let’s hope we
don’t have another 500
year flood next year.

Allen N5XZ

Cantina LAREDO,

sadern mexican
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The Prez Sez

The Prez Sez
September 2017

Hurricane Harvey has just
dealt a devastating blow to
south Texas and southwestern
Louisiana. The extent of dam-
age is unprecedented. | want
to recognize all the first re-
sponders both official and un-
official who came to our aid
during the storm. Their ac-
tions saved a great many lives.
Many hams volunteered to
provide communications for
various agencies. Public Ser-
vice is one of the keys to the
survival of ham radio. A spe-
cial thanks to all those hams
who participated! Now the
long recovery process begins.
This is where we all can make
a difference. Please take the
time to volunteer or contrib-
ute to an agency such as the
Red Cross or an organization
like Habitat for Humanity. The
window of opportunity will be
open for months to come. Our
school systems were hard hit
and need assistance. While
my house in Dickinson was
drying out, | assisted the
CCISD in cleanup of a school
that will have 850 students
when it opens. Approximately
100 staff, volunteers and con-

by Robie, AJ4F

tactors worked to save as
many books, office equip-
ment, band instruments, fur-
niture and prepared teaching
materials as possible before
the contractors began the ac-
tual cleanup effort. Aslam
writing this Hurricane Irma
plowing through the south-
east Atlantic heading toward
Cuba, the Bahamas and Flori-
da. Initial reports from Puerto
Rico, Antigua & Barbuda and
other islands indicate massive
damage. The need for assis-
tance will be staggering. The
situation looks daunting. How-
ever, our efforts, no matter
how small will make a differ-
ence. Feel free to contact me
to discuss this issue. I'll be
happy to provide with the in-
formation | have and help in
any way possible.

On the radio front, September
is an active contesting month
with the following notable
contests:

ARRL September VHF Contest
CQ Worldwide DX Contest

Texas QSO Party

The Bullsheet

Here is a link to the ARRL Con-
test Corral with information
on these contests and others
during September: http://
www.arrl.org/files/file/
Contest%20Corral/September
-2017-Corral.pdf

Please participate in the Texas
QSO Party. This is our show
and with many hams off the
air due to Hurricane Harvey
your participation is needed
more usual.

73,

Robie — AJ4F
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TDXS Meeting Minutes by Doug Seyler WBSTKI
TDXS August 2017 Meeting Minutes

Date: August 10, 2017
Location: Tracy Gee Community Center, Houston, TX

Attendance: Members: Scott KSDD, Doug WBS5TKI, Keith NM5G, Robie AJ5F, Lance WD5X, Ed W5GCX, Jer-
ry K9GEM, Orville KSVWW, Mike K50U, Curt WG5H, Bob W5UQ, Jim NSDTT

Guests: Chuck De Santis KSCR, Shelia De Santis KB8VM YJohn Savelli KK5JD, and Roman (Bob
Hardie’s grandson)

The August meeting was held at the Tracy Gee Community Center in Houston. The highlights from the business meeting were:

®  Update on the status of the Parity Act

® Discussion of potential changes to the monthly meeting date
Status of new TDXS Name Badges

The program was presented by Keith NM5G. He topic was the upcoming Texas QSO Party in late September. Keith gave a history of the event, as
well as recent winning point totals for past contests. He also discussed operating techniques for mobile stations in the contest.

73,
Submitted Sept. 4, 2017

Doug Seyler WB5TKI
TDXS Secretary
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DX Report by Orville Burg KSVWW
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Contest Chairman Report—Dby Jim Burrough NSDTT

Hello again. It was a very active month for TDXS Contesting. We had great participation in both the NAQP-CW and NAQP-SSB contests. Some new
operators to Radiosport made their first jumps into the foray and live to tell about it. Scores, taken from the 3830scores website appear at the
bottom of the article.

Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, the ARRL Contest Branch Manager, announced in the September issue of QST some important rule changes for ARRL contests
ahead of the 2017-2018 contest season beginning in September. The ARRL made these changes to improve their contest management process
and bring some of their requirements in line with those of other organizations.

Here are some significant points:

®  Logsubmission must be made through the on-line web app contest-log-submission.arrl. org - as the old 'attach your log to an email' process
is being phased out. It's quite simple and performs some basic format and information checking before submission. You can either copy-
and-paste your Cabrillo log into the box or point to the filename on your computer.

o  The deadline for ARRL HF contest log submission will now be 5 days after the contest ends. VHF contests are now due 10 days following the
end, and the higher frequency contests go a bit farther out. This tighter deadline is a good thing, as it allows quicker visibility to preliminary
scores - and ultimately final results.

e Ifyou are likely to be competing for a higher award (like a category leader) then you are encouraged to set up your software to log the spe-
cific frequency to the nearest 1 kHz. Most of the major logging packages already have this capability.

o  Your log will become accessible publicly after the results have been completed. The CQ family of contests have already been doing this for
some time now. If you are looking to improve your score the next time, it's a great resource to evaluate how the top competitors made it
happen in previous years.

e  The process for eligibility for inclusion of your score in the Affiliated Club Competition part of some of ARRL’s contests for the TDXS club
effort has changed. Your callsign must be listed on the official ARRL eligibility list that TDXS maintains. Right now, | manage this list for our
club. A couple of weeks prior to one of these contests, | will send out an email to the membership requesting confirmation of your plans for
participation and, if you have a contest station away from your home QTH, verification of the grid square you plan to be in for the contest.

e Areminder: In ARRL contests, there are no penalties assessed for zero-point contacts (such as US-to-US QSOs during ARRL-DX) ... but you
are encouraged to log and submit these QSOs in your log. These logged QSOs will have no impact on your score, but they do improve the
log-checking activity.

e If you operate an ARRL contest from a remote station, please note the following rule clarifications:
Remote-Controlled-Station Entries

Acting as the control operator for a remote-controlled station in the U.S. or its possessions requires that the operator hold a U.S. FCC-
issued license - and have sufficient privileges for all operation. CEPT/IARP reciprocal operating authority does not include authority to
remotely control a U.S. station.

If another operator acts as the on-site control operator of the remote station you are using, the entry must be submitted in a Multi-
operator category (and may be subject to limitations of off-times and band changes). The location for the contest-log entry will be the
location of the remote station, regardless of where the operator is during the contest. For more information, see the online FAQ

at http://www.arrl.org/contest-remote-station-operation

e  You cannot 'Run' (CQ) on two different frequencies on the same band and mode in ARRL contests. The IARU HF Contest and 10-Meter Con-
test already prohibit this practice.

e Inthe ARRL November Sweepstakes contests, you must send both callsigns as part of the Sweepstakes exchange, i.e. "N5DTT, number 132,
Bravo, N5XZ, 65, South Texas."

(continued)
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Contest Chairman Report—nby Jim Burrough N5DTT
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Where in the World is.... By Ron Litt KSHM

Where in the world is .
The Outer Hebrides (GM)
CQ 114 I TU 27
| OTA -0 IEQ
No, the Outer Hebrides are not th
{@; é@} some obscure part of a gour met di
of f the Northwest coast of Scotl a
With a population of 26,000 only
more than 50 uninhabited ones in
Over thousands of years of histor
@ conquered by Romans, Nor semen, Sc
Britons. The i1islands are
pered with Gaelic and Celtic nes not
tored tongue. One of the | ar ge¢g t he
pronounced Ui bhist A Deas in G ssed
beaches. A feature normally ek . : er |
lulled into a tropical mewvder-gbe _ : s at e
ccold at these latitudes. S T
The Hebrides is the home of a . st oEn |
true heartland of the Gaels ana 1 ) ) ' angu

One of the best ways to get around on an isl and
10 the ldocmdtshaeronwi th the passing places on sing
Hebridean communities are c¢close knit,, friendly,
rhythm of | ife. People will go out of their way
ed in what you have to say.

Pure traditional music also |ives on, with the
sicians, storytellers, poets and actors. Fans of
rade through Stornoway town center every Saturda
Visitors have the chance to join in with the | oc
evenings in community centers, and events |i ke t
dances. Arts venues such as An Lanntair in Storn
ular exhibitions and arts events, often attracting internationally renowned performers and artists.

ter every Saturday evening in summer .

Visitors have the chance to join in with the | oc
evenings in community centers, and events |ike t
dances. Arts venues such as An Lanntair in Storn

ular exhibitions and arts events, often attracting internationally renowned performers and artists.
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Where in the World is.... By Ron Litt KSHM

During the Norse period, the Vikin
Nor wegian Crown.-faFell|l t@68Bgekpedit
IV of Norway, the Outer Hebrides a
yielded to the Kingdom of Scotl and
M Perth. During the period of Scots
= home of various clans that control
served the majestic names of thee

as McLeish, Macl eod, Mc Mi I | an, Mc Q
clan MacDonal d. Some | egends say that Ray Kroc o
this |l ast clan. The Hebrides is the home of an wu
the Gaels and the Gaelic | anguage.

I f you are a | over of single a
Hebridean I slands is an absol Di
Bowmore Distilleries, Brui chl y,
of Jura Distilleries, Lagavul t o
Whi skey i s a fabled par d t
Hebri des are no excepti st
burgeoned in the thirst Abh
Distillery (pronounced | ed
English, is | ocated in Uig on the |Isle of
distillery in the Outer Hebrides since 182
fining single malt, The Hear ach. THartr ibe.
Who saygpeaibDXon must be g Lhs ?

How does the average Outer Hebrj.
ferry of coursel The isles are
such as the one above. Schedul

v Ndaw

Reporting from the Dark Side,

Ron
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Just Say No to H.R. 555/51534 v5—by Fred Hopengarten K1VR

Just Say No to H.R. 555/S.1534

By Fred Hopengarten, Esq. , K1VR

e been receiving a |lot of inquiries lately that
passed by the House as H.R. 555, aimda gaiwn shbte fiotr.e Why d
H. R. 555/ S 1534°7?

I i ke tBef AR®KLdel ving into thedbial bj gybansdoafoutlid
this is not an atatea chke eorn anrh eARRLa gnueemb erl c o @t i6rnu g/lesalrys
you were a communi dvaet iboenesn naa jloirf)e, naenmib elr si ncim 497 2.
member of the ARRIM Dhamonmatdt&@ckbnglthe proposed | egis

A 440 MHz whip may bhe® melolwnyeoru agsessaci ati on (HOA) ¢
MHz outdoor whip. The bifptechydetbtamamadi HONif@m eenfrofitd c -
tive outdoor antenna under excdAustidWe MHgze whrn pc crattr sIf i
conditions The ARRL F#Qeormnthid esnelmjtedto opyesgate on
maintain antennas that are effective on all amateur |
PRB or ABHRMPwever, in tde OodieginahePREC wrote

Some amateur antenna configurations require more

they are to provide the amateur operator with the

gage Fiomr. exampl e, an antenna array for I nternatic
from an antenna used to contact other amateur ope
which involve placement, screening, or height of
siderations must be crafted to accommad@AhpfFld: oe@tson

to represent the minimum practicable regulation t
PRBL at A& 25 (1985).

The ARRL FAQrTI'choanttlsnawedscs aexpmataeauron for the types
tenna that the HOA wil/l be obligated to perdhitfididf fne
basis for that statement in HR 5565, w lipi rcehc | suadyes , ¢ cansmucn
ti omrsd mustmmpeefmiecti ve outdoor antenna undePORXChatsi
fan@d he HOA miste hmdwd mum pr acdli aellde trhda sst rifioic tni esamm t phraat
cabl e r éisst rnctt irtonquired, if (a) the HOA does not prec
per mi tie fefded tpiewéhaps on 440 MHz], and (c) the place th
or control of the I|licensee.

Thé&aORCcl ause i s ®andé&Bdusays that an HOA cannot p
and must permit an effective outfdl®rmiamitmmmapr ORI it h &t
Despite the expressed intent to write a bill that wol
ing, and hams governed by an HOAl (Bi7isCBRIA P3.d&abl
allows a 440 MHz whip to stick out of ftyhoeu rmiwiinnduorw,p rtal
rest raThté&it otnh.e meandotdy amfset hen -dontetgastesPBB municipal
not preclude the amateur service communications that
must bif@i nihmum practi ®©abl e regulation.

The aesthetics cl ause colunldderbeS.anl5amh4,enanm HOA Il may
able written rules concerning height, |l ocation, size
an HOA, and | ater a court, could decide that any vi s
says so. The bill provides no guidance or standards,

I nstall ation requirements. cTohuel dH A camulachtesnhabkils
requirement that, fo example, requires a Profession.
di pole? Or a 40 meter wire vertical hung over a tree
st ampfa sbhue@dirtawi ngs. P.E. costs could be a big multipl:e
million/$10 million liability insurance &bvbe@&gwiOIAln at
creative in estabHiosnmp Inegmevnetr yi nesxtpaelnlsaitvieon requirement

Prior approval may Whati inpogyoiubrl eHOA was f or med on
pl owing the roads and picking up the trash? It could
an antenna. What if the HOA never votes, either yes
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Just Say No to H.R. 555/51534 v5—by K1VR

But @i sh community asoceatiabhi sbguieasdnabl e writte
|l ocati on, si ze, and aesthetic I mpact of , and install
tures for the purpose of conducting o8mmuAi 8ab) 6B ?2i |
No. Under this bill, the FCC shall per mit a Communi t
sociation is not requiredfmbol easda)db.l i @m tshue hotrhud re sh 4 rsc
FCC, the Association could always amendisbsthusebs Bt
change in the |l aw at all, and certainly no new advan

There is no requirement that théaeH®AI muxntotacetv einn
ment that the HOA must decide. But the ham miardter et iils
no indication that an HOA has ever simply failed to
ti metable OBEver?ZTelstsary.a complicated case, but AA9BZ
decision on the install aatlioonne ohfo unhsies aftl aByeplonhoen tf oQo uan tsr
community in Ashburn, VA. See http://lovemyflag.org.

What if the associat@éomeitsomotiabkkemdaangdalkason in
HOA officers or Architectur al Review Committee to ev.
negotiation, no requirement for a written decision s
the application with a greater |likelihood of success

The ARRL FAQ argues that | imited CC&Rs (common co
where the HOA exists only tibedeahdwi ®oh beaweefanwotha:
statement, and | am presently representing a radio h
ences bé#&leiwe atntde f asrt abted mveeretn. Hams who are scared of t|
have reached out to me, because approval was never pl
their documents), and they were breaking no CC&R.

The FAQ goes flofn a or ssdiadt eAmat eurewhoi ciedscommand é
CC&Rs do not empower an HOA to regulate antennas cho
sions of the FCC rules enacted pursuammt thonkKRPAatt se
says: I f the HOA has no power to regulate anéiehaase, t.
obt gpirn or appuovowmal, di sobey thi& fegdterwrdornd.atThe .biTlhlat

[ The Comm|S|S|on shall

. . . require any |l icensee in an amateur rroand iao co:
munity association concerning installation of an out

The FAQ then assiNoed CiCe &chdrog ctelmetht agent i s going
to obtain pdWhorl ea pppnrcoodariadgaikngngl awvw not a good i dea, I
enforcement than | am aboueée ¢ther freadthhtowvseagy CEAR
enforcement, and that t lpirsi ora wa(pwporuwleda beeflyfeecaddlli aliedves) atd a
CC&Rs, and create a good reason to fear any neighbor

The OTARD rule does not. rleffuyoae wainaor tapprrevall a c
VHF/ UHF TV Yagi, under 47 CFR Al1.4000 (Over The Air |
the FCC to prevent it Here, the burdedg ibe om tphe ihal
watcher s.

Thé xclusive ustel auseomtaryolbe an ®WWahénnha Ipiultl eern an
doors on your roof? Is it under your exclusive use o
or | anai I f you Iive in a town house with a back ya
sive use or control when the associati-9anylmewsuiyledirngdg
unit dwelling), you may hde/xec Inws iowd dwsdbeh eamre ecgauratardaelo.n g
very tricky, and result in lIitigation. -B@&€31nh2a@h0e®) Mal
apps.fcc.gov/edocs_plubb67v8AatpdthmancO®T ARD case that
cause a broadcast TV antenna and broadband internet
claimed that roofs are common area®, ebhsemehée FGC rob
nan@e d not def&ati ghesowmder the Rul e.
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Just Say No to H.R. 555/51534 v5—by K1VR
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Tom Wheatley KSCNN TDXS #48—SK

Sadly | must report the | oss of Tom Wheatl ey K5CNN,

Thomas Edwin Wheatley 111

1945-2017

Thomas (Tom) Edwin Wheatley I1I was born in Houston, Texas on July 30, 1945 and passed away on May the
12th, 2017. Tom graduated from Bellaire High School in 1964 and went on to graduate from Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University with BS degree in Chemistry. He became a prominent business owner in the Houston area
in field of oil and gas valves. Tom founded RW Flow Controls in 1989 and, as his father before him, made a
positive mark in the industry and held that high standard for his entire career. He was a loving Husband and
Father and avid amateur HAM radio operator that also enjoyed fishing, automobiles and loved his grandchil-
dren with all his heart.

He is preceded in death by his mother Margert Faye Webb Wheatley, his father Thomas Edwin Wheatley Jr.
And his step mother Mary Wheatley, and daughter Michele Jean Wheatley . He is survived by his wife Judy
Carolyn Wheatley, daughter Tiffany Faye Dillard and her Husband Dennis Dillard, grandsons Colin Christian
Dillard and Cameron Thomas Dillard also son Thomas (Tommy) Edwin Wheatley IV, and brother Robert
Webb Wheatley.

Please join us in celebrating his life at Forest Park Funeral Home located at 12800 Westheimer Rd Houston,
Texas 77077 on Wednesday May 17. Visitation for those who wish to pay their respects will begin at 12:00
noon hors d'oeuvres will be served. Funeral service will begin at 2:00pm burial immediately following.

Published in Houston Chronicle on May 18, 2017
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Texas DX Society Board members

President Robie Elms, AJ4F rul er55 at gmail.com

VP Membership Keith Dutson, NM5G kdut son at sbcglobal .net

VP Progr ams Gerald Muller K9GEM gmull er 885 at aol.com
Lance Rumfield WD5X Itrumfield at sbcglobal.

Secretary Doug Seyler, WBS5TKI dj seyler at comcast. net

Treasurer Orville Bur g, K5VWWOrville at rubyglass. conf

Contest ChairmanJdim Burrough, NS5DTT jandpburrough at sbcgl ob

Field Day ChairmdMhke Davidson, N5MT nb5mt at aol . com

Repeater ChairmaGlenn Anderson, WBS5TWB5tuf at earthlink. net

DX Chair man Orville Bur g, K5VWWOrville at rubyglass. conj

Outgoing QSL Man&gett Patout, K5DD k5dd at arrl .net

Webmaster Scott Patout, K5DD k5dd at arrl .net

Bull sheet Editor All en Brier, N5 XZ n5xz at arrl . net

DXCC QSL Card ChBokeWal wort h, NS5ET rwal worth at charter.net

CQ WAZ Card ChecBeb Wal worth, NSET rwal worth at charter.net

How to reach US

On the World Wide Web http://www.tdxs.net

On 2 Meters: 147.96/36 MHz (100 Hz)

email address: kKSdx@tdxs.net
On 70cm: 447.00/442.00 MHz (103.5 Hz)

DX Cluster—On Packet: Connect to KSDX on 145.71 MHz or telnet via IP address 75.148.198.113
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/TexasDXSociety/ (new)

net

al .

TDXS Says “HAPPY BIRTHDRY” to these members with birthdays in September:

Please notify the Editor if I have missed anyone

Bill Denton - W5SB
Dave Evans - K5SOR
Galen Graff - KB5FU
Tom Taormina - KSRC
Jay Temple - W5]JQ
Lance Rumfield - WD5X
Steve Nace - KNSH

Bob King, Jr. - NMSL
Dave Sarkozi - WB5N

n



