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 Feb 12 Thursday, 7PM:   

TDXS Meeting Night:  Tracy Gee Cen-

ter , 3599 Westcenter Dr, Houston.    

Program by Susan Bulgaqwicz, JD on 

estate planning.   A timely discussion 

on things you need to do as we get 

older.   Bring your spouse!   Pre-

meeting dinner get -together starts 

around 6PM.  Spouses are welcome!  

The March TDXS meeting will feature 

a program by Cal WF5W and Mike 

K5UO on their recent DXpedition op-

eration as 5K0CW on  San Andres 

Island, Colombia.  

Highlights are on Page 4 of this iss ue. 

Time: 8AM to 2PM -- registration be-

gins at 7 AM 

Location: Ft. Bend County Fair-

grounds, Rosenberg, TX  

Hwy 36 just south of Hwy 59 

 

About 30 miles S/W of downtown 

Houston  

 

Admission: $5, Children under 14 

free.  

Over 120 tables will be available for 

fleamarket -type tables. Pre -

registration for sellers allows choice 

of tables ahead of time and free 

power (500W) if requested at time of 

pre -registration.  

 

Tailgating: This year free tailgating is 

introduced. There is plenty of room at 

the fairgrounds for this. Buyers will 

have early access to tailgate sellers 

before main hall opens at 8 A.M.  

The final schedule is available at  

www.houstonhamfest.org . 

 

As I put the finishing 

touches on this issue of 

the Bullsheet Iõve got the 

radio tuned to 10 meters 

for the 10-10 Contest. I 

donõt have much of a 10 

meter setup ñ 100 watts 

to a ground mounted 

SteppIR vertical with not 

enough radials doesnõt 

cut it when the condi-

tions are poor. However, 

suddenly we have a 

pipeline to North Caro-

lina and Iõm getting 59+ 

reports!  

10 meters is an amazing 

band, and has long been 

one of my favorites.  

Recently I received a 

very interesting article 

from Scott Straw KB4KBS. 

Scott notes that although 

he is not (yet) a member 

of TDXS and the tone of 

the article is aimed at 

non-hams or new hams, 

he thought that we might 

find it interesting. I think 

that you will agree with 

me that it is interesting 

indeed.  

Editorõs Note de Doug WB5TKI 

http://www.tdxs.net/Map.htm
http://www.tdxs.net/Map.htm
http://www.houstonhamfest.org


 

  We had a good turnout for the 

TDXS Banquet 2009 on Saturday 

January 31. A total of 33 members 

and spouses attended the festivities 

and enjoyed a good evening of fel-

lowship. In addition to the food and 
drink several Certificates of Appre-

ciation were awarded. Buzz N5UR 

was recognized for 13 years of dedi-

cated service as the QSL Forwarding 

Manager, thanks Buzz for all you 

hard work. Bill K5WAF and Trish 

were received a certificate for their 

work on last yearõs Field Day. Doug 

WB5TKI got one for his work on the 

Field Day GOTA station. Steve 

W9DX the 2008 President and Mike 

N5MT the 2006-7 President were 

presented plaques in appreciation 

of their contributions. Thanks guys.  

 

Several certificates were awarded to 

folks who could not make the ban-

quet. Included are Dave W5BXX for 
his continued support of the clubõs 

dxpeditions and contest efforts 

through the Topp Fund; Glenn 

WB5TUF for his work in providing 

and maintaining the TDXS repeaters, 

DX cluster, packet node and IRLP 

node and Ruth Dietz for again host-

ing the TDXS Christmas party. 

Chuck W5PR was recognized for his 

uncanny ability to buy beachfront 

property 3 days before it actually 

became beachfront property. The 

prestigious òYagi-on-a-Rolló award 

went to Cookie K5EWJ for his nu-
merous contributions to the TDXS 

contesting efforts in 2008.  

 

The last week in January saw an-
other TDXS Dxpedition, this one to 

San Andres for the ARRL 160M CW 

contest. Cal WF5W, Mike K5UO 

along with Rob HK3CW operated as 

5K0CW both in the contest and for a 

couple days before and after. Yes, 

that is 5 not H. I am assured by the 

team leader that no members at any 

time sent HK0CW. There were some 

antenna problems that handicapped 

bership. Full and Associate Members 

are fully entitled to use the service for 

their own QSL cards. The service is 

funded through club dues and is de-

signed to cover the forwarding of 

only member cards.  

 

There are some good DXpeditions 

coming up soon and we are in the 

middle of the contest season so 
there is no excuse not to get on and 

work some new ones.  

 

73 es DX de W5PF 

 

 

 

 

their efforts on 160, but that is part of 

the story that they will tell in an up-

coming meeting.  

 

Coming up on March 7 th is the 

Greater Houston Ham Fest spon-

sored by BVARC. The details are 

included elsewhere in this issue of 

the Bullsheet. BVARC has asked 

TDXS to set up and operate a station 
on site to provide the attendees with 

a chance to get on the air. If there is 

enough interest K5LBU has volun-

teered a radio and amp and WF5W 

will bring a tower trailer and anten-

nas. These folks canõt do it alone so 

we will ask for volunteers at the 

meeting this week and go ahead 

with the project if enough folks step 

up. Come to the meeting and see 

what you can do to help.  

 

Speaking of this monthõs meeting, 

we will have a program on estate 

planning by Susan Bulgaqwicz JD. 

Susan is a former ham and has 

helped WF5W with this important 

task. For those of us who have pro-
crastinated long enough this is a 

very timely program, bring your 

spouse and find out if you are ade-

quately prepared.  

 

The subject of QSL Forwarding by 

the club has recently come up for 

much discussion. For many years the 

club has forwarded memberõs QSL 

cards through the QSL Bureau sys-

tem as a benefit of membership. 

With the change of QSL Forwarding 

Manager as well as the increasing 

costs of providing this service the 

TDXS Board of Directors has de-

cided that it is appropriate to issue a 

written statement of our policy. Here 

is what the board has decided:  

TDXS QSL Forwarding Policy  

 

The TDXS club sponsored and man-

aged forwarding of QSL cards via the 

bureau system is a privilege of mem-

The Prez Sez  de Paul W5PF 
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From the TDXS Archives:  
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 Feb 14, 0000Z - Feb 15, 2359Z:  CQ WW WPX RTTY Contest 

 Feb 21, 0000Z - Feb 22, 2400Z:  ARRL International DX CW Contest  

  Feb 12  - Feb 26,: K5D DXpedition to Desecheo Island  

 Feb 27, 2200Z - March 1, 2200Z:  CQWW 160m SSB Contest 

  

 

Upcoming Contests and Operating Events: 

San Andres, revisitedé by Cal WF5W

 

Mike K5UO and I along with Rob 

Reyes (HK3CW)  went to San Andres 

last week,   as many of you 

know.    (We worked many of you)    

Our old friend "Murphy" was pre-

sent during   the 160 contest  but alls 

well that ends well,   had 2290 Q's all 

over the world   most on 80/ 40 me-
ters.   The 160 contest was not a bust 

but was for sure a struggle.    Our 

antenna just wouldn't go up on the 

old tree we had used before;   it had 

died so we could only get it up to 40 

feet,  not high enough.    BUT  it 

worked gangbusters on 40 and 80.   

 

The Amp borrowed via Tom Rum ,   

the Tokyo Hi Power at 600 watts 

worked well and was even better to 

carry at 22 pounds. We also bor-

rowed the Super Antenna from 

Virgil Stamps,   it is a 3 element yagi 

weighing in at 12 pounds and fits 

into a 3 foot long bag that is a carry 
on.   Super Super,  it is named cor-

rectly. That will certainly be a carry 

on for future DXpeditions .  

 
Lucy and Manrique along with the 

two watch dogs were all present at 

the 2nd time .   Good to see folks you 

know.    This location is Ham 

friendly.   Our chicken wire was 

rolled up and waiting as well as our 

20 foot pole.  

 

Good time had by all and will have 

pictures and a program on the 

DXpedition for the March meeting.     

C U Then. 

Repeater Report de Glenn WB4TUF 
The VHF repeater is fully functional 

after the antenna repairs back in No-

vember.  

I am planning a trip to the UHF site 

on February 16 th for general mainte-

nance and checkout.  

The DX Cluster is operating normally 
on telnet.  

The antennas and feed lines are 

scheduled to be installed this month 

at my office. This will restore packet, 

IRLP, and Igor. 

Ten years ago this month, President 

Earl Morse N5TU was waxing elo-

quent about the mystical powers of 

the TDXS Presidential Jawbone of the 

Ass. Roy Radlek AD5Q had an inter-

esting article about the merits of out 

of phase headphones for copying 

weak DX. Finally, Bob Perring N5RP 

wrote enthusiastically about a new 

logging program called DX 4 Win-

dows by ZL1ANJ. 

http://www.cqwpxrtty.com/rules.htm
http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2009/intldx.html
http://www.tdxs.net/5k0cw.html
http://cq-amateur-radio.com/160_Rules_2009.pdf


 

2009 Annual Banquet photos courtesy of W9DX and WB5IUU 
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The 2009 Annual Ban-

quet was held at  was 

held at Texas Land & 

Cattle restaurant on the 

west side of Houston. 

We had 33 folks in at-

tendance, including 12 

XYLs. 

The food was good, the 

conversation lively, the 

room jam packed and 

òSantaó was in the 

room.  

Here is a sample of the 

pictures from the event:  


